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— 


eon ae amusing 


appearance 


“Fluor acid air is procured by dissolving the earthy sub- 
stance called fluor in vitriolic acid. 

This kind of air extinguishes a candle and, like vitriolic air, 
one measure of it saturates two of alkaline air. It is peculiar to this 
kind of air to dissolve glass when it is hot. 

It seems to consist of a peculiar acid vapour, united to the 
strong substance of the fluor; for water being admitted to it absorbs 
the acid vapour, and the stony substance is deposited. By this means 
it exhibits an amusing appearance, whether water be admitted to a 
glass jar previously filled with that air, or the bubbles of air be admitted, 
as they are formed, to a quantity of water resting on mercury.” 





So, in 1797, Joseph Priestley described his early 
observations on hydrofluoric acid to students at the New 
College in Hackney, and recorded them under the title of 
Heads of Lectures on a Course of Experimental Philosophy. 
Today, using fluor acid air dissolved in aqua destillata, and 
costly vessels of silver and platinum, B.D.H. chemists make 
vast quantities of a great variety of fluorides of high purity, 
free from all stony substances, for which the B.D.H. sales 
departments will happily quote for deliveries by the pound, 
the cwt. or the ton. 

Such fluorides are used industrially for all sorts of 
purposes from increasing the light transmitting properties of 
lenses to aiding the production of atomic energy. 
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more, the tough, resilient lead can be 
sharpened to a needle-fine point that will 
hold under extra hard pressure. A Verithin 
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The State, the Citizen, the School. 


‘1 do feel there is one principle of education which 
has been consistently overlooked and which, if followed, 
would make it possible to find the time for training we 
require. I believe that the purpose of education is to 
teach us how to learn. I believe that if this precept 
were kept foremost in mind the syllabuses of most 
technical courses would be designed mainly to develop 
the ability to appreciate basic principles,’’ said Mr. 
D. B. Moore, B.A., A.M.L.1.A. (General Secretary, The 
Textile Institute), when he addressed the Stockport 
Rotary Club on “‘ The State, The Citizen, The School.’’ 

‘‘ 1 think it is very much better for a young man to 


than to leave with his head buzzing with the detailed 
knowledge of the machines and materials which it is his 
duty to handle. If he has grasped the principles he is 
master of the world wherever those principles apply. 
If he has learnt only details he is their prisoner for life.’ 

Reviewing developments in education since the 
Education Act of 1944, Mr. Moore observed that except 


relationship which must not be underestimated, he 
thought we had to admit that developments had been 
smaller than we expected. 

Warning parents to beware, Mr. Moore went on: 
‘‘ You are rearing children in a competitive world. At 
some stage they have to learn to take the knocks, or 
collect the ha’pence. Be careful that to save yourselves 
mental stress and to save your own vanity, you do not 
subscribe to a system which sends them unprepared by 
experience into the modern industrial jungle. It is the 
unprepared adolescents who become the teddy boys and 
girls. To go through an examination at eleven is not 


I cannot see in what way the new structure has improved 

teaching or learning, or liberalised education.”’ 
‘Equally important, what has not been generally 

appreciated by the parent nor, indeed, by many head- 


| masters and headmistresses, is the fact that so rigid 
| have the requirements of the professions and universities 
| become that it is necessary for a youth to decide the 
| general direction of his career by the age of fifteen at the 


latest—in order that he may choose the correct subjects 
in the G.C.E. and so obtain his entry into his industry, 


| his profession, or the university or college which he 
| proposes to attend for further training.”’ 
leave a university or a technical college able to learn, | 


Referring to the fact that in 1956 the then Minister of 
Education had laid down that for the country to hold 
its own in the modern world it was necessary to increase 
the number of technologists produced by the universities 
and technical colleges from 9,500 to 15,000 as soon as 
possible. Mr. Moore suggested that as a direct outcome, 
all kinds of changes had been taking place in the direction 


| of our education. 
for a wonderful improvement in the pupil-teacher | 


“It is fascinating,’’ he said, ‘‘ to walk round some 


| grammar schools to-day and ask the youngsters what 


they propose to do when they leave school. Everybody 


| wants to be an engineer, or a chemical engineer, or a 


physicist, a chemist or some kind of technologist. 
Sometimes they are not very clear exactly what these 
occupations entail, but they have been told enough, 
they have been exposed to sufficient propaganda, to 
make them commit their lives to one of these directions."’ 

Minister of Education and industrialist alike repeatedly 
stressed the necessity to the industrial and commercial 


| success of this country that we should train more and 


fun; the examination system is a rough tool, but the | 


best way we have. To fail may be hurtful to vanity. 
But at some time we have to learn the cruel fact that 
everyone's capacity is not the same, and all of us cannot 
do the same things well.”’ 

Discussing changes in educational administration, he 
said that what had actually happened was that the 
General Certificate of Education was the old School 
Certificate, writ large. Universities, professional bodies, 
industrial organisations, instead of asking for ‘‘ matricu- 
lation "’ asked that the candidate should have been 
successful in a stated number of subjects in the G.C.E. 
at ordinary or at advanced level. 

‘To me,”’ Mr. Moore went on, “ the youth of to-day 
seems no better equipped educationally than when we 
took our School Certificate and Higher School Certificate. 


} 


yet more technologists. 

‘“‘ Let me say at once that both as an individual and 
as the general secretary of the chartered professional 
body devoted to the technology of textiles, I am in 
entire agreement with the general trend of this vast 
movement, It is more than necessary, it is essential, 
and more than that, it is also belated.”’ 

But the whole of this educational effort was governed 
by the concept that it was essential to produce more 


| technologists per thousand of the population, than 


Russia or America. The yardstick seemed to be the 
quantity turned out from centres of instruction each 
one crammed with the greatest possible amount of 


| technical information. 


If we are not careful we should produce a series of 
automata, a group of robots, a set of cogs, capable only 
of performing their technological task during the day, 
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and thinking their technical thoughts and reading their | 
scientific papers, and watching the television in their | 


Are 1.Q. Tests Reliable? 





leisure hours. 

‘I would go so far as to say that producing pro 
portionately more and better technologists than the 
U.S. and the U.S.S.R. is a short term aim. 
it, but it is more important that we also produce better 
human beings. I would suggest that we have only to 
look back to our history to see that it was not ‘‘ know 
how "’ alone but character and resources of mind, which 
brought us to that position of influence in the world 
which only these two qualities can keep for us to-day. 

‘* The future depends on the children, and the children 
depend on the parents. All I have tried to do is to say 
to all interested in our young: people, ‘‘ take care.”’ 
Take care that they are prepared for a competitive world. 
Take care that they are guided in their choice of careers, 
both well and soon enough ; that they are taught how 
to learn and not just stuffed with facts. Take care that 
they are educated as real human beings. And don’t leave 
it all to the Government and industry. We want an 
educational system—not a sausage machine.”’ 





The Right Hon. the Earl of Verulam, M.A. has con- 
sented to serve as President of the Central Council for 
Health Education, following the resignation of Lord 
Boyd Orr. Lord Verulam has wide interests in a number 
of organizations, and has written a great deal on various 
aspects of industrial welfare. He is Chairman of the 
National Baby Welfare Council, President of St. Mary’s 
Medical School. He was educated at Eton and Christ- 
church, Oxford, and was Mayor of St. Albans in 1956. 


Stelcon Bicycle Blocks are made of reinforced 
concrete, and are therefore resistant to corrosion in 
all weathers. The Blocks remain firmly in position 
on the ground under their own weight and when 
let into the surface of the park cause no obstruction 
when not in use. Full details sent on request. 
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New Yorkshire Spastics School Seeks Better Ways. 


The first children’s home in the country to meet one 
of the main requirements of the new report on mental 
illness (the Percy Committee Report) was formally 
opened by the Countess of Harewood on the 9th of this 
month. 

This is Hawksworth Hall, Guiseley, near Leeds, where 
last year the National Spastics Society set up its first 
assessment school. Here some thirty-five small children 
are being closely studied, while doing elementary school 
work, so that they shall get the best possible chance of 
developing whatever latent ability they have. 

The National Spastics Society was able to anticipate 
the conclusions of the Percy Committee (the Royal 
Commission on the Law Relating to Mental Illness and 
Mental Deficiency) because it had been at grips with 
this problem—of ensuring that heavily handicapped 
children were not ‘‘ written off’ educationally Without 
very good cause—even before the Government com- 
mission began its investigation. 

Nearly all the Society’s recommendations, when the 
Percy Committee asked them to give evidence some two 
years ago, have been adopted in the official report. 

Hawksworth Hall, to which Yorkshire Groups of the 
National Spastics Society have made generous cash 
contributions, is being used half for severely handicapped 
children from Yorkshire and half for similar cases from 
the rest of the country. It is evident already that there 
are very many more children needing this kind of special 
treatment to give them a fair chance that Hawksworth 
Hall alone can accommodate. Local authorities or local 
groups of the society have sponsored the first children 
to go there, so that no child is debarred because of the 
parents’ inability to pay. No parent pays anything. 

Of special interest to educationists is Hawksworth 
Hall’s new approach to the whole problem of assessment, 
and the special measures to ensure that physical handicaps 
of all kinds, as well as speech and hearing, are not allowed 
to obscure a child’s intellectual possibilities and chances 
of betterment. 

It has been shown already with these boys and girls 
aged five to eleven that a great deal of up-grading is 
possible—which helps to confirm the belief that present 
methods of assessing I.Q. are unreliable in a number of 
cases. 

The National Spastics Society considers this work so 
essential that it has decided to maintain Hawksworth 
Hall permanently as an assessment school. It was at 
first intended that it should serve thus only for a year. 
It will have close affiliations with Irton Hall, the new 
Cumberland centre where the Society is attaining 
marked success with some of the even more severely 
handicapped spastic children. 





The General Manager of the Jamaica Social Welfare 
Commission, Mr. E. N. Burke, who is Jamaica’s 
representative at the Colonial Office Community 
Development Course this month, is studying new trends 
in community development and adult education in a 
programme which the British Council has for 
him. His visit will conclude with three days’ study of 
rural crafts and community development in Wales from 
September 30 to October 3 
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Commercial Education 


An Advisory Committee on Further Education for | 
Commerce has been appointed by the National Advisory | 


Council on Education for Industry and Commerce to 
consider and report to them in the terms of the following 
remit which the Council has received from Lord 
Hailsham, the Minister of Education : 

‘‘ To consider the provision made by local education 
authorities for further education for commerce at and 
above the level of Ordinary National Certificate and 
Intermediate professional examinations and to recom- 
mend urgently what further steps should be taken to 
implement the commercial aspects of the policy 
announced in the White Paper on ‘ Technical 
Education ’.”’ 

The Chairman of the Advisory Committee is Mr. J. G. 
McMeeking, C.B.E., F.I.1.A., F.S.M.A., J.P., who is also 
Chairman of the Education Sub-Committee of the 
Association of British Chambers of Commerce. The 
members of the Advisory Committee have been 
appointed from both inside and outside the Council and 
are as follows: 

*Dr. W. P. Alexander, Ed.B., M.A., B.Sc. Secretary, 
Association of Education Committees. 

*Mr. H. G. Bartlett. Divisional Officer, Union of Shop, 
Distributive and Allied Workers. 

*Professor I. Bowen, M.A. (Oxon.). Professor of 
Economics and Commerce, University of Hull. 

Mr, J. Clayton, A.C.A. Director of Rediffusion and 
Associated Rediffusion, Ltd., and member of Council of the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants. 

*Mr. W. F. Crick. Midland Bank, Ltd. 

Brigadier K. Hargreaves, C.B.E., T.D., D.L. 
Institute of Secretaries. 

Mr. J. A. Hunt, M.B.E. Hymatic Engineering Co., and 
Association of British Chambers of Commerce. 

Dr. A. J. McIntosh, B.Com., Ph.D. Director, City of 
London College. 

Mr. M. Megrah. Secretary, Institute of Bankers, and 
Chairman of the Joint Committee for National Certificates in 
Commerce. 

Councillor E. Kinsey Morgan. Member of the Radnor- 
shire Education Committee and the Welsh Joint Education 
Committee. 

*Sir Ronald Nesbitt-Hawes, C.B.E., M.I.E.E., A.M.1. 
Mech.E., M.I.R.E. English Electric Co., and British 
Association for Commercial and Industrial Education. 

*Mr. H. E. Raynes. Legal and General Insurance 
Society. 

Mr. E. V. Roberts, 
College of Commerce. 

Mr. E. M. Roberts. Director of Training and 
Education, British Transport Commission. 

*Dr. M. L. Yates, M.A. (Com.), M.Sc.Tech., Ph.D., 
M.I.Mech.E, Principal, Bournemouth Municipal College of 
Technology and Commerce. 

*Miss E. Wilkinson. Director of Lewis's, Selfridges, etc. 

Assessors: Mr. A. A. Part, Mr. E. B. H. Baker, and 
Mr. E. I. Baker, H.M.I., Ministry of Education. Mr. 
C. B. McAlpine, Ministry of Labour and National Service. 

Joint Secretaries: Mr. F. G. Ward and Mr. M. L. Herzig, 
Curzon Street House, Curzon Street, W.1. 

*Members of the National Advisory Council on Education 
for Industry and Commerce. 


Chartered 


B.Com., A.C.A. Principal, Leeds 


Belfast University’s Task in next 
Five Years 


Forecasting the work to be undertaken by the 
Queen's University, Belfast, in the next few years, the 
Chancellor (Field Marshal Viscount Alanbrooke) said 
at the summer graduation ceremony : 

‘* During the past five years we have made substantial 
progress in overtaking arrears in building and staffing. 
The University’s blueprint for the next five years shows 
that we need a recurrent income commensurate with our 
great responsibilities. I hope, therefore, that the 
Government will be as generous over recurrent grants as 
it has been over capital grants. 

‘In the 1960s we have to provide for a considerable 
increase in the number of students. We have to man 
and to maintain the splendid new science departments 
now being erected. We have to honour our undertaking 
to provide facilities for all higher technological education 
in Northern Ireland.” 

‘‘ Any university worthy of the name’’ said Lord 
Alanbrooke, ‘‘has to cherish and transmit a great 
tradition in the humanities and to establish its prestige 
through publication and research. So in the next five 
years we also have to strengthen the Faculty of Arts and 
provide adequate time for research to be done in all 


faculties.’’ 
~ * * * 


The new principal of Wolverhampton and Staffordshire 
College of Technology is Mr. Robert Scott, vice-principal 
of Bolton Technical College. 


SCHOOL BEDSTEADS 








STRONG, STURDY & 
ROBUST IN EVERY PART 


p—? WOOD & METAL 
| FURNITURE 





Y.903.S 


14” TUBE BOWS, HEAVY ANGLE FRAME, GUARANTEED 
“HOSKWELL” SPRING AND LINK MATTRESS. 
STANDARD SIZES 6’ 6°x 3’ 0” AND 2’ 6” 


HOSKINS & SEWELL LTD. 


BORDESLEY, BIRMINGHAM, 12 


Tel. : 
ViCToria 2340 


T’grams: 
‘HOSKINS’ B’HAM 




















68 THE SCHOOL GOVERNMENT CHRONICLE AND 


SEPTEMBER 1957 


EDUCATION REVIEW 














Post-War School Building 


Ministry’s Record of Achievement 


A school is one of the few things that costs less 
to-day than ten years ago,’’ it is stated by the Ministry 
of Education in its pamphlet ‘‘ The Story of Post-war 
School Building "’ (Ministry of Education Pamphiet 
No. 33, 3s. 6d.). It tells the story of post-war building 
and describes how, in spite of higher wages and rising 
prices, it has been possible to reduce the cost of new 
schools. 

In a foreword, Sir David Eccles, former Minister of 
Education, says: ‘‘ The pamphlet is an account of the 
way in which some {360,000,000 has been spent. The 
taxpayer has a right to know what he has got for this 
great sum. The broad answer is that he has had value 
for his money. I want the financial facts widely known. 
The post-war schools, like medieval churches, dominate 
the local landscape. By their purpose and design they 
testify to the spirit of our age. They will show how 
far we have applied our imagination and resources to 
the future of our children.”’ 

Between 1949 and 1961 at least 2,000,000 new school 
places must be completed and brought into use. By the 
end of 1956 over 1,772,000 new places had been provided. 
Owing to the increased birth-rate from 1942-1948, an 
enlarged school population is moving like a wave 
through the schools. To provide for these children in 
addition to making good the schools damaged during the 
war—about one school in every five was damaged—has 
been a race against time. But a record amount of school 
building has been carried out and we are up to schedule. 

After 1961, when the number of children in schools 
will be at its highest, new schools will still be necessary 
as the development of new towns continues, but it will 
then be the Ministry’s policy to replace each year some 
of the old schools. 

Since 1939 building costs have been rising each year, 
and in the period 1949-56 they rose by over 50 per cent. 
By careful planning and by introducing economies 
without reducing standards it has been possible, in spite 
of these rises, to reduce the actual cost of new schools 
by 20 per cent. Had the 1949 prices remained stable the 
cost of new schools in 1956 would have been almost 
halved. 

Costs have been held down in five ways : 


(¢) By greater knowledge and control of the constituent 
items of cost. 

(it) By a substantial reduction in the cubic content of 
each school building. For example, Victorian and 
Edwardian classroom ceilings were usually 14-ft. 
high. In 1949 they were still 11-12-ft. high. 
To-day, the average is less than 10-ft. and in some 
cases as little as 8-ft. 6-in. 


By harnessing scientific and industrial to architec- 
tural skills in search of better and more economical 
methods of building. 


Money has been saved on such items as washhand 
basins, sanitary fittings, tables, chairs, and lockers 


(iit) 


(iv) 





which have been designed for children instead of for 
adults. 

(v) By not indulging in costly architectural styles and 
devices. 

Dealing with the relationship between the central and 
the local government the pamphlet explains that the 
Ministry's role has been primarily to establish the right 
conditions for the effective control and execution of 
large-scale building programmes. A thousand building 
projects a year cannot be run from the Ministry. It is the 
responsibility of the local authorities to design, erect and 
operate these buildings. The Ministry sets a limit of cost 
per place for new schools, but the freedom of local 
authorities to work within these requirements is 
substantial. 

To assist authorities the Ministry disseminates 
up-to-date information, mainly through its Building 
Bulletins, of which about 120,000 have been sold. Many 
of these bulletins have been sold abroad where the 
reputation of British post-war schools stands very high. 

The general pattern of schools has changed through 
the years. They are no longer mere machines for giving 
lessons but are social units concerned with the all-round 
development of boys and girls. There should be different 
kinds of schools to provide for variety in the ages, 
aptitudes and abilities of the children. They must be 
designed to offer a wider range of subjects than in the 
past. New kinds of teaching methods call for new kinds 
of teaching materials and equipment. More than half 
the children take a mid-day meal at school, and new 
schools must be designed to cater for this provision. 
Schools must be well designed and constructed and not 
make unreasonable demands for maintenance. 

Sir David Eccles adds: ‘‘ Between jerry building and 
magnificence there is ample scope to secure that the 
building fulfils its function and also pleases the eye. 
I believe that we have achieved that compromise between 
elegance, efficiency and economy which should mark all 
great building programmes.” 





Mr. G. J. Boyden, head master of Lawrence Sheriff 
School, Rugby, has been appointed H.M. Inspectcr of 
Schools for the North Midlands Area. 


The Minister of Education has appointed a Panel to 
make recommendations for the efficient and economical 
provision of advanced full-time and part-time courses at 
the Technical Colleges at Wrexham, Denbighshire, and 
Kelsterton, Flintshire. The members of the Panel are 
Sir Hugh Chance, who will be the Chairman, Mr. J. C. 
Jones, formerly Principal of the Regent Street Poly- 
technic, London, and one time Principal of Cardiff 
College of Technology, and Mr. E. W. Woodhead, the 
Chief Education Officer for Kent. The Panel have been 


. asked to bear in mind the Government's White Paper on 


Technical Education and relevant courses existing or 
proposed elsewhere. The secretary to the Panel is 
Mr. M. L. Herzig. 
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“We 
meant 
what 
we 
said” 





writes 
Mr. Morrison Peacock, J.P. 


Recently, a Director of the Solway Lodge Hotel, 
Gretna—Mr. Morrison Peacock, J.P.—wrote : 

‘* This is our third order since we opened an account 
with you in March—three months ago. We have 
been extremely satisfied with the three essentials— 
QUALITY, SERVICE and PRICE.”’ 


ING 
‘Sas 


SEPT. |4th 





“THREE COO 


QUALITY ea tng 





Complete and post this coupon 

now for free samples and a 

price list to: Name 
Address 


“THREE COOKS” LTD., 
Worcester House, 
Reading, Berkshire. 





NICLE AND EDUCATION REVIEW 


ks” 


FOOD PRODUCTS 


Please send me free samples of ‘‘ Three Cooks '’ Quality Food Products and 
a copy of your Price List. 


Usual Supplier 
BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE) 





In answer to our letter of thanks for this un- 
solicited testimonial, Mr. Peacock wrote: ‘* The 
important thing is we meant what we said."’ 


This is but one example of the many letters we 
receive from caterers in praise of “THREE COOKS.”’ 
Hoteliers, Restaurateurs, Canteen Managers—they 
all are enthusiastic about our 


“QUALITY AT A PRICE 
YOU CAN AFFORD” 
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The Eleven Plus Examination 


By Junius 


From the consideration of educational problems at 
the now customary meeting of the teachers and members 
of local education authorities at the N.U.T. conference 
emerged the controversial question of the eleven plus 
examination. It is a great pity that this question has 
become a political issue and has been aligned with other 
educational matters of import, such as comprehensive 
schools, bipartite and tripartite schools and the existence 
of independent and private schools outside the grant 
aided system. 


Survival of a Selective System. 


The eleven plus examination is a survival of a system ’ 


of selection which in its inception was ruthless and 
brooked neither challenge nor appeal. The examination 
was introduced at a time when entrance to a grammar 
school was governed principally by the head’s interview 
and the payment of fees. Apart from foundation and 
other charitable scholarships, for whose possession 
competition was keen, the county and county borough 
education committees held their own selective examina- 
tions to fill the very few places offered to those brilliant 
children whose parents were financially embarrassed 
and could not pay the fees or could not afford to forego 
the wages of their children at the age of fourteen, or both. 
The fees were, as a rule, not very high, but with extras 
in the offing, were sufficient to deter many parents from 
attempting the sacrifice. To secure these places the 
children had to be brilliant. The tests were very 
searching and very difficult having regard to the standard 
of work attained in some of the schools from which the 
candidates were drawn. Intelligence tests as we know 
them to-day did not exist. The Arithmetic paper usually 
consisted of mental arithmetic, mechanical accuracy and 
problems, the English of grammar, reproduction and an 
essay. There were also papers in History and Geography 
and in some areas in General Knowledge. Coaching 
either in the schools or in a private capacity was the order 
of the day. Those whose parents could pay, besieged 
the masters of the grammar schools or other coaches 
and the names of the winners of scholarships and the 
schools or the professional coaches they attended, were 
proudly displayed in the local press. It is difficult to 
ascertain the percentage of super children who over- 
leaped this exceptionally high hurdle, but aware of the 
fact that many small townships during the course of 
years never produced a scholar of this type, one can 
readily assume that anything approaching Dr. 
Alexander's five per cent. was never attained. 


Educational Ladder. 

In those days a great deal was heard of the educational 
ladder, improved upon by Sir Frederick Mander by his 
suggestion of a “rapidly ascending lift ’’ or, as the 
Americans would call it, an elevator, and later by 
various politicians as a broad highway. There was little 
or no argument about the validity or character of the 
tests or their appositeness having regard to the age of the 





children. The papers were set, the period was determined 
and timed, the efforts collected, sent to headquarters 
and marked ; lists were issued and there was no appeal. 
The examiners were assumed to be infallible! No one 
complained ; the test was the same for all: all started 
from scratch—at least they were so led to believe—pass 
and you went free to the grammar school, fail and you 
found work at fourteen, or, if your folks had social 
ambitions and money, you went as a fee payer to the 
grammar school, providing you satisfied the head that 
there was a chance of your possessing latent hopes. 
Often he had cause to repent of his misjudgments, 
sometimes slightly influenced by local social pressure. 


Viva Voce. 

In some areas the viva voce system, current in the 
older Universities and known as the oral, was introduced 
as a last hope. Before a panel of teachers a youngster 
could glean a few marks by answering questions on 
general knowledge. Handled correctly and skilfully, 
the children seemed to enjoy the so-called ordeal. 
Enquiries made of experiences covering a period of many 
years have elicited that occasionally a child would burst 
into tears and after being allowed an interval for rest 
and composure, would return and attempt the oral 
questions without exhibiting any signs of strain or other 
nervous effects. Very little evidence has been forthcom- 
ing of children suffering in the night watches and the 
suffering which has existed can often be laid at the door 
of the parents who have promised and persuaded, often 
threatened and cajoled, in their efforts to spur on their 
offspring to secure the coveted scholarship and its 
concomitants, the privilege of displaying the school cap 
and blazer and the old school tie to all and sundry, 
including the ‘‘ unfortunates ’’ directed to the Secondary 
Modern School. 


In Their Stride. 

Time after time examination panels have been given 
the assurance that the children have taken the tests 
“in their stride ’’ and it is curious that very rarely has 
attention been drawn to the tremendous strain to which 
children can be subject in competitive games such as 
cricket, football, boxing, netball or even when perform- 
ing at musical or dramatic festivals or at prizegivings. 
It is true that the eleven plus stakes are high, but time 
has brought in its train so many new factors and safe- 
guards that one has begun to regard the eleven plus test 
as just another independent performance in contra 
distinction to the many assessments made by the various 
teachers who have had charge of the candidate and whose 
judgments have been duly entered on his school record 
card. The existence of the eleven plus examination 
postulates the right of the child to seek to justify himself 
before he is transferred to any particular type of school 
and this is specially germane in the cases of migrant 
children who may have no school records and no assess- 
ments. And even if assessments are forthcoming and 
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the finest deep fat fryer you can buy 


Cooks 5 times faster: 
Switch on and start cooking in exactly four 
minutes. The pilot light tells you that the 
Fri Fri is ready. A bell rings when food is 
cooked, and the powerful thermostatically 
controlled element makes sure the oil or fat 
never loses its original heat. Catering for num- 
bers? The Fri Fri Captain model cooks 230 lb. 
of chips per hour, or a mixed grill for forty to 
fifty people in five minutes. 


Cooks 3 times cleaner: 

Easy to keep clean, the Fri Fri con- 
forms to strict hygienic standards. 
Food never chars or clouds your oil, 


because loose particles fall into a 
cool zone below the element and are 
then trapped in the filter. No worries 
about greasy walls and fumy kitchens 


either. The Fri Fri never burns, 


ome 


smokes, spits or smells unpleasant. 


826/2. 


NAME 


(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) 


fee fete nee 
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Cooks 3 times safer: 


Touch the Fri Fri at its highest cooking tem- 
perature—anywhere. It is cool to the hand. 
Built-in draining racks and oil overflow en- 
sure the safety of the operator. Yes, the 
Fri Fri will cook safely even when your back is 
turned! And you can use the same oil again 
and again for fish, chips, chops and many 
other foods. It always stays fresh and clear. 


There are 11 Fri Fri models ranging from 5 pints — 14 gallons. 
If you would like further details fill in this coupon and send it to: 


AGA HEAT LIMITED, 


Orchard House, Orchard Street, London, W.1. 


PROPRIETORS : ALLIED IRONFOUNDERS LTD, ab 
makers of cookers, boilers, fires and baths. 
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based upon ordinary performance and objective testing, 
culminating in subjective reports, is it possible to 
guarantee reasonable standardization for all schools from 
all parts of the country? In small borough areas, heads 
of schools have been known to complain that their own 
assessed “‘ B "’ children have shown the same ability and 
aptitude as the “A” children from other schools. Tests 
have indicated that extreme differences between specific 
assessments and actual performances have shown 
variation from the normal to the order of 16 per cent. + 
and — 16 per cent. namely 32 per cent. No wonder 
that heads of schools in some areas have welcomed the 
eleven plus test as a final objective test which will 
fortify their own assessments, ensure them immunity 
from recriminations and assure their children, especially 
the border-line cases, more than a sporting chance. 
Who has made all this fuss about the reliability of the 
eleven plus test? Certainly not the parents whose 
children have been selected and who feel that they have 
honestly and fairly earned and deserved their success. 
Nor the submerged 25 to 30 per cent. whose claims for 
entry to a grammar school are hopeless under any kind 
of examination system. The parents of the top layer of 
the sections between these two groups, who have just 
missed the boat feel that by continually parading their 
grievance they might cast a doubt upon the machinery of 
testing and perhaps pass quietly into the chosen group 
above the line. These parents have been promised from 
platform and soapbox that their children shall inherit the 
best of all educational systems and this they interpret 
as a direct passage to the grammar school. The com- 
prehensive school may be considered, in some measure, 
as a fulfilment of the promise, at least all the children 
sail under the same colours and appear to all and sundry 
to enjoy equality of treatment even if some are relegated 
to the backward classes of the school ! 


The Central School. 

Where the area was of the order of population of about 
60-70,000, the best solution for the border line cases was 
the central school. Here the highest placed children 
could attempt the General Certificate of Education with 
success and even the lowlier placed could manage to 
pass in two or three subjects. The parents were 
satisfied because their children were not deprived of all 
of the benefits associated with the grammar school and 
in fact many offered places at a later stage preferred to 
continue at the school to which they had become 
accustomed. The inclusion of an intermediate school 
safeguarded the border line cases and permitted ease of 
transfer and had little effect upon the standard of work 
and leadership of the remaining secondary modern 
schools. It is rather interesting to note that of the 
children from grammar, central and secondary modern 
schools entering the examination for admission to the 
secondary technical school at the age of thirteen, the 
results, year after year, showed that the candidates 
were finally listed in the order of the schools in which 
they were originally placed by the eleven plus examina- 
tion. 

Local education authorities have a duty imposed upon 
them to provide an education suitable and appropriate 
to the child’s age, ability and aptitude. They are not 
tied to any stereotyped form of examination ; they can 
devise any system of tests they like. So long as the 
criteria for selection are reasonable, there is no fear that 





the Ministry will either dock the grant or carry out the 
testing themselves. The eleven plus examination has 
been a godsend to the proletariat by opening many 
doors and providing many opportunities and until 
something better has been thoroughly tested and tried, 
it would be folly to abandon it. 


Sandwich Courses 


The system of technical training popularly known as 
the “ sandwich ’”’ course is an important feature of the 
Government’s technical education expansion programme. 

A list of the sandwich courses now available has been 
published by the Ministry of Education. It shows the 
various types of courses offered, where they can be taken, 
the awards to be gained through them and other relevant 
information. 

The steady rise in favour of the sandwich course 
can be gauged from the number of courses now 
available, which has nearly doubled since July last year, 
rising from 103 to 198. In addition to various branches 
of engineering and chemistry, courses now include 
pottery, bakery, instrument technology, naval archi- 
tecture, textiles and metallurgy. 

Nearly seventy colleges in all parts of the country are 
now offering sandwich courses leading to advanced level 
educational awards such as the Higher National Diploma 
or Certificate, or the new Diploma in Technology, to be 
awarded by the National Council for Technological 
Awards. ware 


Teachers Overseas Interchange Scheme 

Details of the teaching posts available overseas next 
year (1958-59) to experienced teachers in Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland are announced by the Ministry of 
Education in a memorandum to local education authori- 
ties. 

There will be post-to-post exchange for one year with 
Commonwealth countries and with the United States, 
and interchange posts with teachers from France, 
Germany, Austria and Spain. 

The Ministry of Works are acquiring from Northamp- 
tonshire County Council a large mansion house, Rushton 
Hall, near Kettering, with some adjoining land, and will 
convert the building for use as a school for the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind. Announcing this the 
Ministry said that the institute would use the property, 
which would be leased to them on a long lease, as a 
school for blind children with additional handicaps. It 
was hoped to begin work in the near future and to have 
the property ready for occupation by the institute within 
about two years. The total cost of the scheme was 
estimated at between £85,000 and £90,000. 

* * * * 

An exhibition of some of the best work produced this 
year for the Ministry of Education’s Art Examinations 
is being held at 1, Chepstow Place, London, W.2. The 
exhibition includes the work of students from London, 
Birmingham, Bristol, Yorkshire, Lancashire and many 
other parts of England and Wales. Besides painting and 
sculpture, textiles, furniture and pottery, there are 
examples of theatre, display and exhibition design. 
The exhibition will also be shown in Leeds at the City 
Art Gallery from 14th to 27th October and at the Bristol 
City Art Gallery from |1th to 23rd November. 
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Specialist 





designed Tea 
Service 
Trolley : for 
Office Teas 
with Bartlett 
Multipot 

and Thermos 








Coffee, 
Chocolate, 
Hot Milk, etc. 


G. F. E. BARTLETT & SON LTD 


main works: MAYLANDS AVENUE, HEMEL HEMPSTEAD. Telephone: BOXMOOR 4242 
LONDON SHowROOMS: BELL STREET, LONDON, N.W.1. Telephone: PADDINGTON 8222 $8 74 
BIRMINGHAM: 12 Whitmore Road. Tel.: Victoria 1615. MANCHESTER: 530 Stretford Road. Tel.: Trafford Park 02868 
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Treatment of Asthmatic Children 


An interesting report on an experiment in the treat- 
ment of asthmatic children at an open-air school is given 
in the annual report of the School Medical Officer for 
Middlesex. 

It has been the custom says the report, to admit most 
asthmatic children to an Open Air School where they 
can develop under good conditions, and with the 
following advantages : 

(1) Fresh air and suitable remedial exercises. 

(2) Regular spray baths to tone up general condition. 

(3) Relaxation by resting in the afternoon. 

(4) Three main meals per day with well balanced diet. 

(5) Regular medical and nursing supervision. 

(6) Teaching staff trained in the care of delicate 

children. 

In 1955 it was realized that the numbers of asthmatic 
children in the Open Air School required special con- 
sideration, and that a scheme whereby swimming could 
be taught coupled with correct breathing and relaxation 
exercises and ultra-violet light treatment, might add 
greatly to the health of these children, thereby (a) 
endeavouring to reduce the absences from school and the 
consequent backwardness in education; () trying to 
prevent a condition of chronic asthma from developing. 

The co-operation of the physiotherapist at the 
Edmonton Orthopaedic Clinic was obtained, the parents 
were consulted, and the swimming classes commenced 
in May, 1955. These swimming lessons met with great 
success, being appreciated by both parents and pupils 
alike. 

The scheme consists of (1) breathing exercises (on the 
lines recommended by the Asthma Research Council), 
(2) swimming lessons, or more properly relaxation in the 
swimming baths, and (3) ultra-violet light treatment. 
This constitutes a threefold attack on the condition of 
asthmatic children. It is a pleasure to see these children 
relax when they have learnt to float, which is further 
emphasized when the patients have actually learnt to 
swim. The joy of achievement, and the fact that it 
means entering into the pleasure of normal children has 
the following results: (1) they learn to breathe deeply 
and normally ; (2) automatically educate themselves to 
a natural way of life; and (3) gradually forget their 
malady. When improvement is made and maintained 
the parents are happier and more relaxed, which in turn 
leads to a happier family life. Furthermore, the children 
do not require to be absent from school so often, and the 
general standard of education and environment improves, 
thus helping the children to take their proper places in 
the community after leaving school. 

A good deal has been written with regard to the 
advantages and disadvantages of ultra-violet light 
treatment, but it has been found that given under 
proper supervision,’ children gain weight and height, 
appetites improve and energy increases. 

It is important that everything should be done to 
contribute to the mental, psychological, social and 
physical well-being of the children and the home. This 
is particularly important in the case of asthmatic 
children. 





The experiment has had lasting and beneficial effect 
upon many children who can now join in the normal 
pleasures of their companions, and the scheme is 
continuing with, it is hoped, even more satisfactory 
results. 

The summary of the experiment is given as follows : 

It is now eighteen months since the original scheme was 
started and from the results obtained there seems no 
doubt that the régime is proving beneficial to these 
children. 

Twenty-six children in all have been treated since the 
scheme began. 

In twenty-four of these the attacks of asthma lessened, 
both in severity and in number and in several they 
ceased altogether. 

Twenty-four gained in weight, improved in general 
physique, in chest movements, or in correct method of 
breathing. 

Twenty children were given courses of treatment by 
ultra-violet light. Thirteen of these had two courses of 
treatment and all appeared to derive benefit from its 
application. 

Swimming did not upset the children in any way, 
with two exceptions : 


(1) One child was allergic to chlorine and treatment 
had to be abandoned. 


(2) One boy was so frightened of the water that he 
had an attack of asthma each week-end. He was never 
able to conquer this fear and since he stopped swimming 
his asthma has improved. 


National Council for Technological 
Awards 


Additional courses now in progress which have been 
recognized as leading to the Diploma in Technology, are 
as follow : 

Sandwich Courses. 

Loughborough College of Technology : Electrical and 
Production Engineering; Northampton College of 
Advanced Technology, London: Applied Physics and 
Electrical Engineering. 

The Council have also approved the following new 
courses proposed by colleges : 

Full-time Courses. 

Chelsea Polytechnic: Applied 
Applied Pharmacology. 

Sandwich Courses. 

Acton Technical College: Applied Biology and 
Mathematics ; Kingston Technical College : Aeronautical 
Engineering ; Northampton College of Advanced Tech- 
nology, London: Aeronautical Engineering, Applied 
Mathematics, Civil Engineering, Industrial Chemistry, 
and Mechanical and Production Engineering. 


Biochemistry and 


The Surrey County Library reports a book stock of 
800,000 with over seven million issues per year, 
representing an average of nine issues per head of the 
population and thirty issues per registered reader. 
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HOLIDAYS 


for Organised Parties of Young People 





THE YOUTH CAMPS and Youth Guest Houses of the Holiday Fellowship are 
specially organised so that parties of children can spend a week or more 
exploring places of natural and historic interest in a friendly community atmo- 
sphere. The choice is varied, and includes : 


DEVIL’S BRIDGE, in Mid-Wales. SNOWDON, at the foot of the Snowdon massif. 
KESSINGLAND, a delightful camp on the STAITHES, N.E. Yorkshire coast. 
Suffolk coast. MINARD CASTLE, on Loch Fyne. 
MALHAMDALE, in the Yorkshire Dales. DOUNAN’S CAMP, Aberfoyle. 
LANGDALE, Westmorland, Lake District. MIDDLETON CAMP, Gorebridge. 


Many of the Holiday Fellowship’s other centres are also available for School Journey Parties. 
The charges are very reasonable and the food and organisation excellent. The Camps are approved 
by the School Journey Association and other Official bodies. 








Bookings for the 1958 season commence Ist October, 1957 








For an adventure further afield, the H.F. has a Youth Centre at Alderney, in the Channel Islands, 
and a range of holidays abroad for groups of children. Full details in the booklet “ Holidays,” for 
organised parties of Young People, free on request from Schools and Youth Dept., 


THE HOLIDAY FELLOWSHIP 
142, GREAT NORTH WAY . HENDON . LONDON, N.W.4 














The history of Britain can be studied with enhanced pleasure with / mee eo" 
the aid of the Ordnance Survey Period Maps :— i \ ” 4 Pe) 
ROMAN BRITAIN 
A map of Britain as it was during the period of Roman occupation (A.D.43 
to A.D. 410). om 


BRITAIN IN THE DARK AGES (two sheets) 
Maps showing sites of historical importance between the departure of the 
Romans (A.D. 410) and the accession of King Alfred (A.D. 871). 


MONASTIC BRITAIN (two sheets) 
Maps covering the period of British Monasticism from the Norman Con- 
quest (A.D. 1066) to the Dissolution of the Monasteries (A.D. 1539). 
ANCIENT BRITAIN (‘wo sheets) 
Maps showing the most important visible antiquities older than A.D. 1066. 
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These maps and all other Ordnance Survey Maps may be obtained for Educational purposes direct from the publishers 4% 
at a special discount. — _ 


ORDNANCE SURVEY MAPS\2— 
Key to the land of Britain 


Obtainable from most booksellers and stationers 
SURVEY, CHESSINGTON SURREY 
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Month by Month 


Ir was very fortunate that this year's 

The Scope Study Conference of the National Council 

of of Social Service was concerned with 

Education. Children and Young People and still 

more fortunate for all concerned that the 
opening address was given by a distinguished educationist 
Sir John Wolfenden, C.B.E. Attention was focussed 
upon Education as a social service and thus upon the 
changes in education, or rather in the educational 
service, since the last war. In the whole field of social 
service as affecting children and young people there had 
been great changes of emphasis, but the first of these 
changes had occurred in the field of education. The 
meaning of the word or concept “‘ education '’ had been 
enormously widened, so that to-day it included all sorts 
of things that were no part of the educational service at 
all a generation ago. Who would have imagined thirty 
years ago that the Youth Service, Further Education, 
School Meals, Exchange Visits and other foreign travel 
and, one might add, the provision of footwear and 
clothing and of maintenance allowances as now con- 
ceived—-would ever be part of the official educational 
provision. Sir John spoke of “the ever-increasing 
spread in what is regarded as the function of the schools 
or of the teachers.’’ It is now widely taken for granted 
that the child at school will be taught not only such 
things as arithmetic and geography “‘ but almost every- 
thing else as well from sex and religious worship to table 
manners and road safety. The more complete the 
provision “‘the more tempted the parent will be to 
abdicate responsibility for his child’s behaviour and 
upbringing.’” A subsequent speaker, Miss M. A. 
Stewart, Head Mistress of Shiremoor Girls’ Modern 
School, said that the schools to-day did much to give 
children standards of conduct and taste—surely the 
proper duty of any school in any age—‘‘ since in so 
many cases the parents have abrogated this duty to the 
teachers.”’ 

Both speakers recognized that education had been 
turned into a social service. The Education Act, 1944 
went farther and was more explicit in this work of 
conversion, but earlier Education Acts had played their 
part too. The only long term answer, as the organ of the 
National Union of Teachers states, is ‘‘ the education of a 
new generation in a new conception of social 
responsibility.’’ Meanwhile, teachers are urged to 
campaign against unreasonable encroachment on their 
professional time and energies, as they campaigned 
against school meals duties. If, however, the teachers 
have a grievance, so have their employers. If it is wrong 
for teachers to help with school meals it can only be 
because it is not an educational service. In this one 
case the authorities’ grievance is met by a 100 per cent. 
grant. What, however, will happen when the block 
grant comes’? There is nothing educational about the 
treatment of school children’s teeth by dentists employed 
by local education authorities instead of their being 
treated by the family dentist under the National Health 
Service. The present practice serves to inflate 
‘‘ educational ’’ expenditure. Similar arguments might 
be directed against the provision of footwear and 
clothing to necessitous school children and to the 





ashe erat 


i 





Serremper, 1957 THE SCHOOL GOVERNMENT CHRONICLE AND EDUCATION 


REVIEW 77 














provision of maintenance allowances to supplemen 
inadequate parental incomes. It may be right that 
Education Authorities should, in these and othe 
matters, duplicate the services of other local and central 
government departments. Ifso, however, local education 
authorities should be fully reimbursed for so doing. 
There is modern precedent for relieving local education 
authorities of powers and duties which are manifestly) 
not distinctively educational. The Children’s Act did in 
fact relieve education authorities of functions which they 
had exercised for many years under the Children and 
Young Persons Acts and the Adoption of Children’s 
Acts. The “ everlasting spread ’’ of what is taught in 
schools is a wholly different matter. The teacher during 
school hours is in loco parentis. This is an important and 
legally recognized fact. Real parent-teacher co-operation 
can resolve all conflict on that issue. As the Schoolmaster 
has so rightly remarked, many teachers can bear witness 
that ‘‘ parental interest in the work of the schools has 
never beer so active or so widespread.”’ 


* * * * 


WHILE the extension of education into the 
field of other services has been thus 
debated, the national press has given 
some publicity to what it calls the plight 
of the museums. This does indeed serve 
to focus attention upon a truly paradoxical state of 
affairs. Museums (with one exception), Art Galleries 
and Municipal Libraries (again with one or two 
exceptions only) lie wholly outside the scope of the 
English and Scottish educational systems. The museums, 
whose valuable work is above all things educational, are 
administratively and financially isolated from all other 
educational work. It is not surprising, regrettable as it 
is, that they receive far less financial support than is 
necessary to their development or even for their main- 
tenance. The fact that under the County Councils the 
library service is administered by the education 
committee and in the County Boroughs it is entirely 
separate therefrom cannot be justified on any grounds 
relevant to the work of public libraries. The need for 
the closest possible association of libraries with the local 
service of education needs no justification. It can be 
argued too that Art Schools and Colleges should be 
associated with Art Galleries rather than with Technical 
Colleges. Such association, under one broadly based 
administration, would be to the very great benefit of 
both institutions. Each would strengthen the other. 
Libraries, Museums and Art Galleries seem to have 
no essential connection with any government department. 
Such powers as the central government has rest with the 
Ministry of Education, except that the Ministry of 
Health is concerned with land purchase and the raising 
of loans. The Public Libraries Acts cover the provision 
of public libraries, museums and art galleries. The 
Public Libraries Act, 1919, extended to County Councils 
the power to adopt the Public Libraries Acts as con 
solidated in the principal Act of 1892. It was fully in 
accord with the spirit of the Fisher Act that the Publi: 


The Plight 
of the 
Museums. 





Libraries Act, 1919, also laid down that ‘‘ where after the 
passing of this Act the Public Libraries Acts are adopted 
by an authority which is not the library authority of an 
existing library area and which is the local education | 
authority for the purposes of Part II of the Education | 





Act, 1902,’’ the powers of such authorities should be 
exercised by them in their capacity of local education 
authority. County Boroughs generally had already 
adopted the Libraries Act and they were allowed to 
continue to act independently of the education service. 
Thus it has come about that County Councils administer 


their library and museum services as part of their 
education service and as matters referred to their 
education committees. The other library authorities 


which are also education authorities may do likewise but 
are under no obligation so to do and have generally 
decided against such unification of educational work. 


* * * * 


THE issue by the Ministry of Education 
Circular 326. on the 3rd July of a circular on examina- 

tions in secondary schools has done 
nothing to rally support to the minority view which it 
expressed. More remarkable than the total lack of 
approval in educational circles generally is the fact that 
no notice is really being taken of the Minister’s veto on 
an external examination for secondary modern schools. 
The Minister seems to be as obsessed as his predecessor 
was with the desirability of ‘‘ boosting '’ the General 
Certificate of Education in secondary modern schools, 
He has discovered ‘‘ widespread agreement '’ with the 
view that all suitable pupils should be given the chance 
of taking the examination. It is good to note his 
much-needed reminder that the needs of the very few 
over-age pupils who may take the examination should 
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not lead to any distortion of the school curricula and 
syllabuses. The G.C.E. strangely enough (for it was 
designed by and for the grammar schools) is the only 
examination for schools which is named in the circular. 
An external examination is pronounced to be unnecessary 
and undesirable in secondary modern schools—except, of 
course, the G.C.E. The Minister, without any real 
reasons given, rejects outright the advice of so reputable 
a body as the Secondary Schools Examinations Council 
to set up an ad hoc body to consider the whole question 
of examinations of those for whom G.C.E. was never 
intended and is quite inappropriate. Instead he has 
asked the English and Welsh Central Advisory Councils 
to regard this matter as somehow included in the terms 
of reference relating to an enquiry well under way, an 
enquiry which appears to have no necessary concern 
with secondary school examinations. Meanwhile regional 
and even much more local examination councils are 
springing up in various parts of the country to provide the 
very thing which the Minister has condemned. Notting- 
ham is to open twelve secondary modern schools which 
will offer a full five years’ course to G.C.E. ordinary level. 
The Times Educational Supplement in its comment on 
these and other developments contrasts them with the 
‘ leaden-footed circumspection of Circular 326." 

All in all there are stimulating signs that, whatever 
Curzon Street may think, the country is increasingly 
determined to loosen the rigidity of 11-plus selection 
and raise the status of secondary modern schools.”’ 

The view is taken that as more and more local schemes 
are created, the national certificate which the Minister 
prohibits and condemns may snowball into an accom- 
plished fact. 

Last month the Union of Lancashire and Cheshire 
Institutes, a body established and maintained to set 
standards in Further Education, published regulations 
for secondary school examination. The striking increase 
in G.C.E. entrants from secondary modern schools, 
which is so popular in Curzon Street, is regarded as an 
indication of demand for, and not of the suitability of, 
that examination for non-grammar school pupils. This 
new examination will presumably be conducted in 
defiance of the Minister’s statutory ban. In similar 
defiance, too, even more secondary modern schools are 
entering candidates for the Certificate Examination of 
the College of Preceptors. Some day the Minister will 
realize that heads of secondary schools are as deserving 
of trust as the heads of grammar schools. They do know 
how to make the best of, and how not to abuse, any 
external examination. The Minister may realize too 
that the promulgation of regulations which are so widely 
disobeyed and which indeed cannot be _ properly 
enforced is futile. In this matter, and in one or two 
other matters also, the Regulations call for review. 


—=———_ 


An Anglo-Polish Seminar is now being held in London 
under the auspices of Unesco. The theme of the Seminar 
is ‘‘ The Social Effects of Industrialism "’: the Directors 
of Studies are Professor Morris Ginsberg and Mr. J. 
Gould (both of The London School of Economics and 
Political Science). Thirty Polish economists and 
sociologists—including five Professors—are in London 
for the occasion. Also taking part will be thirty British 
University teachers and research workers. 





Educational Requirements for Pharmacy 

Fundamental changes in the education of the 
pharmacist come into force from March of next year, 
including the extension of the academic course from two 
to three years. 

Reviewing ‘‘the general picture for the future,’’ 
Mr. C, W. Maplethorpe, chairman of the Pharmaceutical 
Society's education committee, told the British Pharma- 
ceutical Conference at Bristol that the educational goal 
set for pharmacy had now been reached. 

“With the new system of education.’’ he said, “‘ it 
will become quite clear to everyone concerned that the 
pharmacist is accepted as the ultimate professional 
authority on drugs. The changes divide themselves 
naturally into three classes—entrance requirements, 
academic training and practical training. Entrants will 
be taken at a point in their education corresponding to 
the passing of the Intermediate Examination under 
present conditions. The requirements therefore represent 
a kind of telescoping of the present entrance and 
intermediate requirements. At the present time a student 
is required to have passed at the same sitting the 
General Certificate of Education Examination at the 
ordinary level in English, Mathematics, a language other 
than English, and two other subjects chosen from a wide 
selection. So there must be five subjects passed. 
Alternatively, six subjects must be passed at two sittings. 
The student must at not more than two sittings then 
pass the Society’s Intermediate Examination in 
Chemistry, Physics, and Biology or claim exemption by 
virtue of a General Certificate of Education in these 
subjects at advanced level or a University Intermediate 
Examination in them. Until recently he was also 
required to attend an approved course. This requirement 
has already been abolished. In future it will be possible 
to reach the same stage by passing at any number of 
sittings in English, Mathematics and a language other 
than English only at ordinary level, and in Chemistry, 
Physics and Biology at advanced level. 

‘“ The essential difference between the old and the 
new is that two of the subjects must be passed at the 
advanced level of the G.C.E. and if either or both of these 
are Chemistry, Physics or Biology they count in place 
of the same subjects of the Entrance Examination. Of 
course, if all three science subjects are passed at advanced 
level the full entrance requirements are satisfied. It 
may happen that in some cases the two advanced 
subjects passed are not science subjects; these latter 
may all be taken in the Society’s Entrance Examination. 
One reason for making two advanced level subjects 
compulsory is that it fits in with the basic requirements 
for university entrance. 

“It is important to note that there is no compulsion 
to stay on in the sixth form or indeed to attend any 
particular kind of school. The General Certificate of 
Education may be taken by anyone at any age and the 
knowledge required can be obtained by any means 
available to the student. He can, for example, after 
having passed, say, at ordinary level in the subjects 
English, Mathematics and a language other than 
English in his grammar school at sixteen plus, leave 
school and take a course in Chemistry, Physics and 
Biology at a local Technical College or other institution.” 
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As the Administrator Sees It 


(From A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT) 


THIS COUNTRY AND AMERICA 

One of the most interesting pursuits that anyone can 
follow is the reading of papers from countries other than 
one’s own. This applies particularly to American 
newspapers. Because English is the common language 
of the two countries, it is often assumed that the view 
points are the same. Recent events in foreign policy 
have, of course, shown that this is not so. The reading 
of American newspapers shows that the attitude to 
post-war education in the two countries has also been 
different. 

All sections of the American press agree that there is a 
severe shortage of school places and of school teachers. 
This has been aggravated by the post-war ‘‘ bulge ’’ in 
the birth-rate. This is causing problems in America in 
the same way as it is causing problems here ; but the 
chief difference in the two countries appears to be that 
in this country the problem was foreseen and steps were 
taken to meet it. It does not seem that the same 
vigorous steps were taken in America as have been taken 
here. 

A recent issue of the New York Times pointed out that 
in that city many schools are on double session and that 
some are on triple session. The class size is larger now 
than it was half-a-dozen years ago. It was admitted that 
the school population is growing faster than new buildings 
can be constructed. 

This has not happened in this country. This is because 
when the war ended, the British people resolved that the 
education service would be maintained and extended. 
It is apparent that nosuch decision was taken in America. 
Hence the present difficulties which even the President 
himself cannot solve. 

Yet it is doubtful if enough praise has been given to 
the decision which we took and to what has been 
accomplished since the end of the war. When the war 
ended the education service had suffered, through 
enemy action, grave losses in school buildings. Many of 
the buildings which remained—particularly buildings in 
target areas—had been used for civil defence purposes. 
These buildings were in a run-down condition. Often 
air-raid shelters occupied the sites of school playgrounds. 

The first important decision of the post-war years, of 
course, was the raising of the school-leaving age. This 
was an important decision to take and the way in which 
the challenge was met deserves the highest praise. The 
necessary buildings were provided by means of the 
H.O.R.S.A. scheme ; the necessary teachers were made 
available by the Emergency Training Scheme. This 
‘ crash ’’ programme was an example of mass production 
of buildings and manpower on the grand scale. Nothing 
like this seems to have been done in America. 

At the time when the school-leaving age was raised, 
the great housing programme of the country was under 
way. These new housing estates demanded new schools. 
The moment was unpropitious in the extreme. The 
phrase on the lips of everyone was “‘ short supply.”’ 
There was a scarcity of wood ; bricks and cement were 
not always readily available; heating systems were 





| difficult to obtain. Later there was a scarcity of steel. 


Throughout the whole period there was a great shortage 
of labour. Local authority officials who were in office in 
those days will remember the ‘‘ Operational ’’ and 
‘‘ Short-Term programmes.’’ Everything was subject to 
licence. Many forms had to be filled in before the scarce 
materials could be obtained. Yet when the necessary 
licences had been obtained the materials were forth- 
coming. That was a fundamental point in good 
administration. It might be difficult to obtain the 
permits, but once they were obtained they were 


honoured. 
— +. * +. 


MORE BLAME THAN PRAISE 

So far as the primary schools are concerned the 
problem of accommodation has largely been solved. 
The necessary places have been provided ; the needs of 
the new housing estates have been met. In different 
parts of the country there are places where, of course, 
difficulties remain. By and large, however, the battle 
of the ‘‘ bulge ’’ in the primary schools has been foreseen 
and has been overcome. 

In the secondary schools the result of this battle is 
not yet known. It will not be known until 1960-61. 
Nevertheless, if the same progress is made in the 
provision of secondary schools as has been done in the 
provision of primary schools, victory will have been 
achieved in this field. The tale of achievement, however, 
does not rest here. More pupils are staying on at school 
to obtain higher qualifications. Every year increasing 
numbers go on to universities and higher institutions. 
Much expansion has taken place in technical education 
and more is 
in education in the first ten years or so after the end of 
the war has been considerable. 

Yet if a stranger from another planet were to visit 
this country he would find that the education service 
had received more blame than praise during this period. 
The H.O.R.S.A. scheme was severely criticised; the 
emergency scheme for teachers was by no means 
universally popular. There was a select committee 
report a few years ago which suggested that the Ministry 
of Education and the local authorities were failing to 
cope with the requirements of the Education Act. That 
stranger might be puzzled at the lack of recognition. 
Indeed, he might find that the only people who appear to 
be recognized in the post-war life of nation are the 
flickering faces of the television screen. He might feel 


that the gift of ready was held in higher 
than the gifts of ight and application to work. 
The fact is, of course, that because the 


education OT chant Ueatahs cant 
can never assessed impartially inion. 
In the House of Commons the vinden ‘widiioee 
party it might be, will attack the work of the Government. 
In the local council chamber, the Conservatives will 
attack the work of a Labour council and vice versa. 
Because the two parties are so balanced at the 
present time, approximately 50 per cent. of the people, 


The achievement of this country 
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in their public utterances at any rate, are obliged to 
condemn. This is a sorry state of affairs. It must be 
very disheartening to the higher civil servants who 
have toiled so hard, and so successfully to turn political 
decisions into administrative acts and facts, to hear 
their work belittled in the House of Commons. At local 
level it must be hard on the higher officials of local 
authorities to find their work similarly denigrated. 
Politicians talk much of public relations ; it is strange 
that they should forget them when they are dealing with 
their own officials. But whatever the politicians do say, 
the achievement is there. 

Perhaps a course of compulsory reading of foreign 
newspapers should be prescribed for all politicians 
nationai and local. 


Education Costs Rising all over the 
World 


Expenditure on education is rising all over the world 
says the Unesco I.B.E. survey, *' International Year 
Book of Education, 1956’ (H. M. S.0., 20s. 6d.). The 
year book covers a survey of educational progress during 
the year in seventy countries and includes reports from 
forty countries which show an increase in educational 
expenditure, the average increase being 14} per cent. 

During 1955-56, there was, for the first time, evidence 
that the urgent need for an intensive training of 
technicians had been realized. The U.S.S.R. hopes to 
train four million technicians under their sixth 5-year 
plan—nearly as many as under the two previous 5-year 
plans combined. A new development in the U.S.A. 
was the “‘ area vocational school, which is accessible to 
pupils in districts previously unable to offer the training 
now provided.’’ In the German Federal Republic 
considerable efforts were made to increase the capacity 
of existing engineering and technical schools and to 
create new ones. India’s second 5-year plan for 
technical education will cost over 800 million rupees. 
New laws dealing with technical education as a whole 
were passed in Egypt and the Union of South Africa. 
Details aré given of the U.K.’s 5-year programme for 
the expansion of technical education. 

Although there is still an acute shortage of teachers in 
very many countries, says the survey, it is beginning to 
be overcome in some, including Australia. But in 
secondary education the position is becoming more and 
more serious. Severe shortages, particularly of science 
teachers are reported from many countries, including 
Canada and South Africa. Notwithstanding shortages 
however, ten countries decided to extend the teacher- 
training period and almost all made reference to the 
further training of teachers. 

School building made some new records during the 
year. In the German Federal Republic, for instance, 
more schools were built in the last 7} years than during 
the previous half century. But despite unprecedented 
school building figures in certain countries, the problem 
of accommodation is still universally acute. 


— 


Nuclear classes for university and higher 
technical college teachers from fourteen countries are 
being held at the British Atomic Energy Research 
Establishment at Harwell. 
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Committee on Pubile Libraries 
in England and Wales 


The Minister of Education has constituted a Committee 
‘ to consider the structure of the Public Library Service 
in England and Wales and to advise what changes, if 
any, should be made in the administrative arrangements, 
regard being had to the relation of public libraries to 
other libraries."’ 

In the White Paper on local government functions in 
England and Wales which was published in May of this 
year it was announced that the exercise of the function 
concerned with libraries would be considered in the 
context of the library service as a whole, and that the 
Minister of Education would set up a Committee to 
consider this question. 

The following have been appointed members of the 
Committee : 

Chairman: Mr. 
College, Cambridge. 

Members: Mr. A. G. Bossier, Chairman, Libraries Com 
mittee, Rochdale County Borough Council ; Mr. J. Bulman, 
C.B.E., Clerk, Malvern Urban District Council; Mr. T 
Ellis, University College of Wales and National Librarv of 
Wales; Mr. F. C. Francis, Keeper of Printed Books, 


S. C. Roberts. Master of Pembroke 


British Museum and President of A.S.L.I.B.; Mr. J. &. 
Harries, M.B.E., Secretary for Education, Cornwall ; 
Mr. B. Keith-Lucas, Bursar, Nuffield College, Oxford ; 
Mr. B. Kenyon, Clerk, West Riding County Council ; 
Mr. A. Lubbock, D.L., Chairman, Hampshire County 
Council; Mr. L. R. McColvin, C.B.E., City Librarian, 


Westminster; Mr. J. H. Newsom, C.B.E., Formerly Chief 
Education Officer, Hertfordshire; Mr. C. A. Scrimgeour, 
Resident Tutor, Oxford University Delegacy for Extra- 
Mural Studies, Stoke-on-Trent ; Mr. B. D. Storey, C.B.E., 
Town Clerk, Norwich; Mrs. K. T. Swanzy, Member, 
Warwickshire County Council; Mr. E. Sydney, M.C. 
Immediate Past President of the Library Association and 
formerly Borough Librarian, Leyton. 


Assessors: Mr. E. B. H. Baker, O.B.E., Mr. H. B. 
Lawson, H.M.I., Mr. E. G. Lewis, H.M.I., Ministry of 
Education. 

Secretary: Mr. F. N. Withers, Ministry of Education ; 


Assistant Secretary: Mr. W. K. Reid. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Cuts in Services—School Sites. 
To the Editor, ScHooL GOVERNMENT CHRONICLE. 


Srr,—The advent of the drastic and permanent 
reductions in the Services—might well be followed by the 
sale to the public of many acres of land and many 
buildings. 

Before this step is taken it would be advisable for 
these properties to be first offered to the local authorities 
in which they are situated. 

Thereby they would be Town Planned—when provision 
would be made for sites for schools—playing fields, 
housing, etc. The remainder could then be sold to the 
public at a profit and as part of a carefully considered 
Town Planned Scheme. 

It is hoped that in districts where such government 
properties are situated—that the local authorities will 
ascertain the possibilities of future disposal as soon as 
possible as some of these are being offered for sale to the 
public direct. Yours faithfully, 

HytTHE, KEnr. SIDNEY LOWETH. 
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Blind Piano Tuner wins University 
Scholarship 


A piano tuner, registered as a blind person, a bus 
driver, a carpenter and joiner, and a painter and 
decorator were among the thirty winners of Mature 
State Scholarships at universities last year. 

These scholarships are available for men and women 
over twenty-five years of age who are normally resident 
in England and Wales and who were unable to take a 
university course at the normal age but who have shown 
through their continued study, usually at a Workers’ 
Educational Association class or university Extra-Mural 
Tutorial class, that they are likely to profit by such a 
course as a full-time student. The scholarships are 
designed for those who wish to follow courses of liberal 
studies. 

Suitably qualified candidates for the thirty scholarships 
available in 1958 are invited to apply to the Ministry of 
Education, Curzon Street, London, W.1, for details. 
Applications must be submitted by November 13th. 

Since the arrangements began in 1947, 294 scholarships 
have been awarded—232 to men and 62 to women. 
Most awards have been made in the English, Economics 
and Politics group of subjects, but awards in Modern 
Languages, Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics have 
also been made. In recent years the Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics have provided an increasing number 
of candidates. 

162 scholars had finished their courses by July, 1956 
(the last date to which full examination results are 
available) and 143 of them obtained Honours degrees, 
including 19 with First Class Honours. 


Training Public Health Inspectors 


The recently formed Public Health Inspectors’ 
Education Board announces that 1958-59 will be the 
first session of its new training scheme. 

Entrants to the scheme must have General Certificates 
of Education in four approved subjects at Ordinary 
Level, or certain other approved qualifications. The 
new scheme envisages a four-year’s course of training, 
under a system of paid pupillage with local authorities. 
It will be on the basis of part-time day release, or an 
equivalent arrangement such as a “‘ sandwich’’ type 
course, with an examination at the end of each year of 
training. The position of students already in training 
will be safeguarded. The work of the new scheme will 
be administered on behalf of the Board by the Royal 
Society of Health. 

There would be a sufficient number of courses to 
produce the public health inspectors required, and the 
colleges providing the theoretical instruction must have 
local facilities for practical training, constitute between 
them a reasonable coverage of the country, and be 
geographically accessible to students having regard to 
public transport facilities. 

Successful candidates will secure a diploma at the end 
of the four-year course when they have passed a final 
examination. Details of the course can be obtained from 
the Public Health Inspectors’ Education Board, 90, 
Buckingham Palace Road, S.W.1. 
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British Schools on Exhibition 


Britain’s newest schools are featured at the German 
Industries Fair in Berlin this month. The main hall of 
the United Kingdom Pavilion is fitted out as the interior 
of a modern primary school and there is a display of a 
number of models of British-designed schools, erected 
since the war both in this country and overseas. 

The purpose this year is to demonstrate the many 
striking post-war advances in the design and equipment 
of British schools. In previous years other aspects of 
the British Way of Life have been presented at the Fair 
and the U.K. pavilion is again expected to attract many 
thousands from the Eastern Sector of Berlin. 

In the primary school setting visitors will actually 
enter a full-scale classroom and assembly hall. They 
will see the latest British development in school planning 
whereby corridors are incorporated with classrooms so 
that space which would otherwise be used only between 
classes is now utilized for teaching. 

The classroom and lavatory accommodation, with its 
furniture and equipment are based on designs for a school 
in Buckinghamshire and there will be a display of work 
from one in the West Riding of Yorkshire. Another 
display also shows the development of school building 
since 1894. 

The school setting is based on one designed by the 
Ministry of Education in collaboration with local 
education authorities. It will include supplementary 
exhibits on the design of school furniture, the uses of 
colour and lighting in the design of school interiors, the 
school meal and milk services, and ways and means of 
building schools of a permanent nature by prefabrication. 





Health Education Summer School 

This year’s attendance at the Central Council for 
Health Education’s Summer School numbered 117, one- 
third of the participants being from overseas. 

The members were divided into discussion and 
practical works groups, and a new feature of this school 
was the six teaching and learning sessions in the form of 
a symposium, when the various methods and media 
used in health education were demonstrated and 
discussed. The students participated in these sessions. 

Dr. Wilfred Barlow, M.A., B.M., B.Ch., Physician of 
the Department of Physical Medicine, Wembley Hospital, 
was a guest lecturer on the subject of ‘‘ Posture and 
Health.’’ This lecture provoked lively discussion, and 
criticisms from Industrial Health and Physical Education 
delegates. 

Another guest lecturer was Dr. C. O. Carter, B.A., 
B.M., M.R.C.P., General Secretary to the Eugenics 
Society, who spoke on ‘‘ Genetics and Health.”’ 

In the School programme there was also an Inter- 
national Forum, and a Public ‘‘ Arena’’ Meeting in a 
hall in Bangor, arranged by Dr. D. E. Parry Pritchard, 
County Medical Officer of Health for Caernarvonshire, 
to discuss Cancer Education. 

A talk on the Wiesbaden Health Education Conference 
was given by Dr. John Burton, Medical Director of the 
Central Council. 

The practical groups extended their activities in the 
making of a film and film strips on health topics, and 
included a new group on the written word and making 
of leaflets. 
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ARE THEY LIKE The Supply and Training 
of Teachers for 
Technical Colleges 


A steadily rising demand for scientists and technologists 
means a proportionate need for suitably qualified teachers. 
This report of a special committee appointed by the Minister 
of Education suggests how the development of recruitment, 
the effective deployment of staff, and co-operation with 
industry and commerce can help to overcome this vital 
problem. 4s. ( post 3d.). 


Standards of Reading 
1948—1956 


Wartime conditions necessarily resulted in an increase in 
backwardness and illiteracy amongst young people This is 
an account of three surveys carried out in 1948, 1952, and 
1956 showing how the problem has been tackled and the 
measure of success achieved. (Ministry of Education Pamphie; 
No. 32.) 2s. 6d. ( post 2d.). 


Tick as required 

Please send details of Example A Example 8° 

Please send me a sample parce! doch materials, 

with full instructions lor use: (6 plastic “jackets” 

6 large sheets Morane Plastic Skin, for a vocal cost 


of £1). L enclose remittance. 0) Please send invoice () 
Name and address (in block caps. please) 


NAME sili or through any book seller 












MOROL LTD. offer you a 
choice of two most practical 
methods of plastic-protection 
of jacketed books —at low cost: 
EXAMPLE ‘A’: Ready-to-use plastic 
“jackets”, paper-lined, at the 
most competitive price yet issued. 
EXAMPLE ‘8’: You can “plasticize” 
the ested paper-surface of a 





from the Government Book shops 


ADORESS 




















G \LOW-VOLTAGE 
POWER UNIT 


This low-voltage power unit has been de- 
signed to meet the needs of science teaching 
in secondary schools and provides an effi- 
cient source of low voltage A.C. D.C. power 
for experimental purposes in science labora- 
tories. The front panel is hinged to expose 
the wiring and component parts for teaching, 
and the interlocking isolation switch renders 
the unit ‘ dead ’ and quite safe to handle. 





A full technical specification 
will be sent on request 


The unit has been pro- 
duced to the require- 
ments of the London 
County Council Educa- 
tion Committee and is 
already in use in a large 
number of schools 
throughout the country 
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National Association of Divisional Executives 


ee 


The eleventh annual conference of the National 
Association of Divisional Executives will be held at 
Margate from the 24th to 27th of this month. 

The first conference session will open at 10-0 o'clock 
on the 25th at which the installation of the new president, 
Alderman Mrs. J. Hammond, O.B.E., J.P., of Leyton, 
Essex, will take place. 

The subject for discussion at Thursday’s conference 
session will be ‘‘ To whom do the Schools belong? 
It will be opened by Professor A. V. Judges, B.A., D.Sc., 
head of the Department of Education, University of 
London King’s College, who will review _ the 
responsibilities of parents, teachers, local communities 
and their elected authorities, and the Ministry, for seeing 
that the nation’s children all secure the schooling they 
deserve. 

At the first session on Friday, the theme will be 
‘‘ The Function of the Teacher in Modern Society,’’ and 
the opening address will be given by Sir John F. 
Wolfenden, C.B.E., M.A., Vice-Chancellor of Reading 
University. 

As might be expected the question of Reorganization 
of Local Government and Block Grants feature 
prominently on the agenda of resolutions to be submitted 
to Conference. 

The first item on the order paper is a lengthy resolution 
submitted by the Executive on Reorganization and 
states : 

(1) That in those cases where the Government 
recognises the right of a Borough or Urban District to 
undertake responsibility for major education functions, 
the grant of those functions by direct conferment, rather 
than by delegation, is justified. Support should therefore 
be given to the claim for all such bodies to exercise 
education functions by direct conferment and not by 
delegation. 

(2) That the proposals contained in the White Paper 
for direct administration by County Authorities are 
completely unsatisfactory. They involve over- centralisa- 
tion in organization, deprive many boroughs and urban 
districts, as well as other authorities, of any association 
with the local aspects of educational administration, and 
in practice they inevitably mean that local or district 
sub-committees would have to be established on a much 
less satisfactory basis than divisional executives. The 
Conference therefore proposes that divisional executives 
be retained and extended as an integral part of the 
organization of the education service in those areas where 
conferment of functions is not appropriate. 

(3) That much in the Government scheme depends 
upon the meaning of delegation. The interpretation given 
by the Minister of Education and a number of authorities 
is so restrictive that delegation means the minimum. It is 
essential that there should be a full-scale examination of 
the problems involved so that recognized principles of 
delegation are established. 

To this the Don Valley Divisional Executive, West 
Riding of Yorkshire have submitted the following 
addendum : 

That in areas where the population level of 60,000 in any 
one Borough or Urban District cannot be reached, 
arrangements should be made for smaller authorities to 
group together to form Education Committees, which 
should be given Educational powers of the same type 
as are ap iate to Excepted Districts. 

On the subject of Local Government Finance the 
Executive submit : 

That the Conference is of the opinion that any system of 





Block Grants in the education service is fraught with 
dangers. If it is based upon a static formula, the amount 
of grant might quickly become unrelated to the needs of 
the service, since it might fail to take into account the 
extent and variety of the development of the service. 
The Association . believes that historically it has been 
found that a grant structure based upon Block Grants 
has not expressed the conception of partnership between 
Central and Local authorities as adequately as one based 
on a percentage principle. This arises since Local 
Authorities have to rely on a single tax (i.e., local rates) 
whereas the Government has at its disposal a variety of 
methods of taxation. Conference therefore urges that 
before any change is made in the grant system there 
should be a full and impartial inquiry into the financial 
relations between central and local authorities, especially 
with the purpose of seeing that the conception of partner- 
ship between local and central authority is not impaired. 
And a further resolution on this subject is put forward 
by the new president’s committee (Leyton Excepted 
District) as follows : 
That this Conference disagrees with the inclusion of 
Education Main Grant in the Government’s block grant 
proposals and requests the Executive Committee to make 
representations to the Minister of Education with a view 
to the exclusion of Education grants from the proposal. 
Among the other fifteen resolutions are three dealing 
with secondary education, two with clerical assistance 
in schools, and two on educational maintenance 
allowances. 


Important Role of the Association. 

The first object of the National Association when 
formed was to ensure that within the statutory system 
for the administration of education there shall continue 
to exist local bodies with an effective knowledge of the 
educational needs of the area, so that the service shall 
operate “‘ with due regard to the circumstances affecting 
different parts of their areas and with the co-operation of 
persons having special knowledge of such circumtances."’ 

Subsidiary to this it was to see that these local bodies 
have sufficient authority and competence so that persons 
serving them, either as professional officers or as lay 
members, may be enabled to make decisions which are of 
real significance in their areas ; and to provide members 
of Divisional Executives with a central bureau of advice 
and information to assist them in carrying out their 
responsible tasks. 

As the annual report of the Executive Committee 
points out during the past five years the emphasis has 
increasingly been on this latter aspect but during the 
current year the situation has changed dramatically and 
the first objective, i.e., of defending the principles upon 
which divisional administration has been based, has 
become dominant. The Executive have, therefore, says 
the report, ‘‘ in recent months-been much concerned to 
meet and challenge the Government's proposals for the 
abolition of Divisional Executives. It is clear that the 
suggestion was adopted in the White Paper with little 
or no thought and that the more it is examined the more 
obvious it becomes that divisional administration is the 
only solution to a democratically organized education 
service in a large county area. The Executive have been 
fully occupied since the issue of the White Paper on 
Functions of County and District Councils to make its 
views known to educational organisations, Members of 
Parliament and the government departments concerned.’ 
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WOO!S 


YOU NEED 





Hand tools and equipment for— 
JEWELLERY, SILVERSMITHING 


AND ART METAL CLASSES 


We will be pleased to submit quotations for your 
requisitions 


Suppliers to Education Authorities throughout 
the country 


Charles Cooper (Hatton Garden) Lid. 


92-3, HATTON GARDEN, LONDON, E.C.1 
Telephone : HOLborn 6083 & 5897 











Correct i in size, , weight & ley | in every way 











MOULDED MOULDED 
FOOTBALL VOLLEY 
BALL 


Size 5—I8 panel 
Size 4--12 panel 
In Orange, Tan or 
White. Very durable 
and ideal for practice 
purposes. 


A 1!2-panel ball of 
durable 5S-ply re- 
inforced construction 
and patent double 
seal valve. Washable 
soap and water. 


MANY SCHOOLS 
ARE USING 


MITRE 


BRANO 


MOULDED 
BALLS 
70-OAY 





MOULDED 
BASKET 
BALL 


Seamless 3-ply inner 
lining between outer 
cover and bladder, 
deep tread grain. 
Conforms to official 
specification. Tan or 
white. 


MOULDED 
NET BALL 


Conforms in size, 
weight and perform- 
ance to official speci- 
fication. S-ply re- 
inforced construction 
for long life 


From leading Sports Dealers 
Mfrs. Benjamin Crook & Sons Ltd., Huddersfield 


NICLE AND EDU c ATION REVIEW PES... 


Baker Biolux ae 





A full size microscope for the classroom at a strictly competitive price; 
with built-in lighting, switch, adjustable aperture and inclination 


Illustrated leaflet on request 


C. BAKER of Holborn LTD 
Metron Works, Purley Way, Croydon, Surrey 





EMBOSSED LEATHERS AND 
LININGS 


FOR BAGS, GLOVES, 
GARMENTS— 

IN MANY COLOURS AT 
REASONABLE PRICES 
DIRECT FROM 
MANUFACTURERS 





TEACHERS AND PUPILS ARE INVITED TO 
WRITE FOR PATTERNS AND PRICES TO:- 


SELKIRK TANNERIES LTD. 
SELKIRK, SCOTLAND 
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BOOK N NOTES 


A Tale of Two Cities, by Charles Dickens (University of 

London Press, 6s. 9d.) 

When Dickens tells a story he can usually make his own 
impression. In this edition the editor, Barbara Osbourn, 
formerly English mistress of Warrington High School for 
Girls, skilfully shows in her thirty page critical commentary 
how this impression may become more permanent and 
vivid for the young reader. Even though this tale may 
not, on the surface, be characteristic Dickens, the editor 
shows in her quiet and searching way that the real Dickens 
is still there in the atmosphere, in the handling of incident, 
and in the character portrayal. Nor has it been forgotten 
that much of his technique as a novelist is conditioned 
largely by his serial method of publication—as we follow 
the unravelling of the story, we are shown convincingly 
how to watch Dickens at work. 

* . * * 


Play the Guitar, by John Gavall. (Mills Music, Ltd., 7s. 6d.) 

The popularity of Skiffle and Calypso has brought to 
notice very forcibly this hitherto somewhat ignored 
instrument. In this book we have an up-to-date self tutor, 
a practical guide for the beginner who wishes to study all 
aspects of playing the Spanish guitar. It includes full 
instructions on melody playing, chordal accompaniment 
and all types of sounding strokes, illustrated by means of 
text, photographs and exercises. If one wants to learn the 
guitar, this is the book for him. 

. * . * 


The Hound of the Baskervilles, by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle: 

(John Murray, 5s.) 

This enthralling story by Sherlock Holmes needs no 
comment here, beyond a welcome to its inclusion in ‘‘ The 
School Library of Famous Books ”’ specially published for 
young people’s reading. Unlike previous volumes in this 
series, however, this edition gives the full text without any 
abridgment or other alteration. The only addition being 
several pages of notes and exercises at the end. Of the story 
itself, although we have read it before, we enjoyed reading 
it again, without any loss of its gripping interest. 

* * * . 


Schoolboy Cricket in Lancashire, by H. F. B. Thomas. 

In this booklet (price 6d. from the author), Mr. Thomas 
traces the history of the Lancashire Schools Cricket 
Association, of which he has been honorary secretary since 
its inception thirty-five years ago. A documentary record 
which will no doubt be very interesting to Lancashire 
Schools Cricketers. 




















. * * > 
The Four Gospels and the Acts of the Aposties, by Robert 
J. Denholm. (Pilgrim Press, 2s. 6d.) 


A consise little volume by an experienced teacher giving 
notes on the structure and characteristics of the four 
Gospels and the Book of Acts. Designed to assist those giving 
religious instruction and to be of help to senior students, 
it has been written with the special needs of day school 
teachers in mind but it will be equally valuable to Sunday 
School teachers and indeed to all who wish to make a serious 
study of the New Testament. 

> * * * 


Stories from the Acts, by R. K. and M. I. R. Polkinghorne. 
(Univ. of Lond. Press, 5s. 6d.) 
This is the fifth volume in the “ Self-help Lessons in 
Religious Instruction "’ series, and tells how the teaching 
of Jesus spread westward, especially through the ministry 


——a 





Holy Ghost upon the Apostles at Pentecost and the 
foundation of the Church, it covers all the main events 
Fg in the Acts of the Apostles and also tells about 
Paul's last two years in Rome through his letters to his 
| friends and some of the churches. 
+ * . . 


The Story of Rubber. (Educ. Productions, Ltd., 2s.) 

Beginning with the bus on which children go to school 
this book traces the origin of the bus tyres from the days of 
Columbus down the centuries. It would take years, it 
says, for one tree to produce enough rubber for a single 
tyre, and each bus runs on nearly one-third of a ton of it. 
The aim of the booklet is to give teachers and student 
teachers a background picture for the geography lesson. 
It tells of the first cargo of 70,000 rubber tree seeds which 
Henry Wickham brought from the Amazon for Kew in a 
ship specially chartered for the purpose; the subsequent 
development of Malaya; the shipment back to Britain of 
raw sheet rubber and liquid latex; and their conversion 
into tyres, boots, shoes, tennis balls, golf balls, upholstery, 
flooring and countless other products. Incidentally it 
discloses a fact not generally known, that the tests of John 
Boyd Dunlop’s first pneumatic tyre were interrupted by 
an eclipse of the moon. 

* * - : 


1 want to be... , Eagle and Girl Books of Careers. (Hulton 

Press, 3s. 6d. each.) 

These two books present a new and lively approach to the 
serious and important subject of careers. Choosing a 
career is a major problem for boys and girls to-day and 
each of these publications contains easily understood 
information on fifty careers, covering training, aptitude, 
probable earnings and prospects. A unique feature is the 
illustration in picture strip form, reprinted from Eagle and 
Girl respectively, showing the background and conditions 
of work. Industry and commerce, the trades and 
professions are all covered. Each book contains a foreword 
by Sir Edward Hulton, an introduction by Marcus Morris, 
and an article on ‘‘ Choosing a Career’’ by Alec Rodger 
and Peter Cavanagh. 


Wall Charts 
Garden Tools (Educational Productions, Ltd., No. C615, 

Is.). 

This is a new wall chart in the Handicraft Series suitable 
for the upper junior and secondary schools. Produced in 
collaboration with Messrs. Spear and Jackson, Ltd., the 
chart describes the five basic garden tools—-spade, fork, 
rake, Dutch hoe and draw hoe, and shows clearly their 
proper use, and care of them. 


| of St. Peter and St. Paul. Opening with the descent of the 


Open the Door to Success 

“ For all young workers in Scottish industry there is a 
way to the top through part time technical education. 
Even if you left school at fifteen, it is still possible to train, 
mostly in your spare time, to university degree standard.”’ 
This is the theme of a new wallsheet “‘ Open the Door to 
Success ’’ issued by the Scottish Education Department. 

Copies of the wallsheet have been sent direct to almost 
4,009 manufacturing firms throughout Scotland ; and the 
Ministry of Labour and National Service are to display them 
in Youth Employment Offices, and at careers exhibitions. 
Copies are also being sent to Directors of Education for 
display in secondary schools and further education centres. 

The wallsheet describes the five main types of course 
provided for young workers in Scotland. These are Pre- 
apprenticeship Courses (age 15-16), Basic Courses (15 
upwards), City and Guild Courses (16-21), National 
Certificate Courses (16-21), and Technological Training 
(22-24). 
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THE SCHOOL GOVERNMEN| 
Youth Employment 


Problems arising from the increase in the next few years 
in the numbers of boys and girls reaching school-leaving 
age and the measures required to meet the consequent 


additional demands upon the Youth Employment Service | 


received much consideration during the past year, says the 
Annual Report of the Ministry of Labour just published 

One of the developments was the setting up by the 
National Joint Advisory Council of a Sub-Committee to 
consider the arrangements for the training of young workers 
in industry, with particular reference to the adequacy of 
intake into apprenticeship and other forms of training. 

Due to the continued decline in the number of school 
leavers the Youth Employment Service gave vocational 
guidance to 477,00C boys and girls leaving school compared 
with 479,000 in 1954. In all, 396,000 boys and girls were 
placed in employment—220,000 of them in their first jobs 
after leaving school. The progress in employment of 
494,000 young people was followed up. Of that number 
nearly 300,000 attended ‘‘ open evenings "’ to report the 
progress in their work. 

In over 1,000 cases training allowances were given under 
the scheme designed to help young people with a special 
aptitude for skilled work but with no opportunity of getting 
it within travelling distance of their homes 

Seven new schemes of recruitment and training of youth 
in industry were agreed bringing the total number of 
schemes to 108. 

Nine new booklets were published in the Choice of 
Careers series bringing the total published to seventy-five. 
During the year “Careers Notes” of interest to older 
leavers were issued to grammar schools and other schools 
with older pupils 


Careers in Electronics 


“ Get the youngsters in!’"’ was the urgent demand for the 
future underlined at this year’s National Radio Show at 
Earls Court, London, by the radio industry, the G.P.O 
the B.B.C. and the R.A.F. Thousands of new technicians 
are needed very year, and efforts were made to impress on 
school children, parents and head masters the importance 
of electronics in almost every sphere of modern activity 
Che opportunity offered to a youngster who will take the 
trouble to undergo training is being stressed in many 
directions and the Radio Industry Council was again 
featuring at the Show a “ Careers’ exhibit. Invitations 
went to head masters and head mistresses and careers 
masters and mistresses of many schools in Southern 
England, inviting them to discuss problems with Radio 
Industry Council experts the day before the Show opened 
and these experts were available throughout the Show to 
discuss careers with parents and children. Girls are just 
as important as radio’s new recruits as boys 


New Educational Showroom 


Hulton Press, Ltd., in forwarding a copy of their new 
1957 /58 Filmstrip Catalogue, listing 350 strips, inform us 
that in their new building, Hulton House, Fleet Street, the 
have set up on the ground floor a special educational! 
showroom in which all their film strips are displayed in 
illuminated panels arranged by subjects. 

Teachers and educationists are invited to visit this 
showroom where they can at their leisure inspect any film 
strip that interests them. 

Also on view are all the educational books published | 
Hulton Educational Publications, Ltd., as well as books « 
general interest for school libraries. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY IN SCHOOL TEAM GROUPS 
FORM GROUPS, PANORAMIC GROUPS 
INDIVIDUAL PORTRAITS 





Tel. : MIDLAND 4081 


39, CORPORATION ST., BIRMINGHAM, 2 


CINE SCREENS 


Every Kind 
Amateur & Professional 








THE PERFORATED FRONT 
PROJECTION SCREEN CO. LTD. 
43-47, HIGHAM ST.,WALTHAMSTOW, E.17 

Telephone; LARKSWOOD 1061-2 














NOW 
—"DURALEX' 


Z PRACTICALLY 
UNBREAKABLE 


TOUGHENED 


GLASSWARE 


Big news about ‘‘Duralex’’. Every piece of this 
amazingly economical glassware is now 
guaranteed for 12 months against breakage 

in normal! use. 19 times tougher than ordinary 
glass, it’s proof against boiling liquids; won't 
crack, craze or discolour 







When re-ordering, be sure to specify:— 


“DURALEX” 


Made in France 





| 


TOUGHENED HEATPROOF TABLEWARE 


“Duralex”’ is obtainable through glass wholesalers, or communicate 
with Jules Lang & Son, 96 Hatton Garden, London, EC1 (HOL 8687) 
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| MISCELLANY | 


Mr. M. W. Cole, an administrative assistant for 
Worcestershire, has been appointed director of education 
for Radnorshire. 





* ” * * 


Nelson Desmond Howe, M.A., lecturer in commercial 
subjects, Shoreditch School, London, has been made a 
Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Secretaries. 

* * * ~ 

Mr. H. E. Pacey, head master of Prince Rupert School, 
Wilhelmshaven, has been appointed Director of the 
British Families Education Service in Germany. 

* * + * 

Nottinghamshire Education Authority have decided 
that all new schools built in the county will in future 
have every classroom wired for wireless reception and 
speakers will be provided for half of these teaching spaces. 

” x * x 

Mr. A. J. Shaweross, assistant principal for further 
education for Wiltshire has been appointed Principal 
of the new College of Further Education, Trowbridge, 
which position he will take up on January Ist next. 

* * * 7 


Mr. Charlies Evans, deputy leader of the successful 
British expedition which conquered Mount Everest in 
1953 has been appointed Principal of the University 
College of North Wales, Bangor in succession to Sir 
Emrys Evans. 

* * * * 

Foreign language classes in all United States Air 
Force schools in Europe, North Africa, and the Middle 
East have been suspended for economy reasons. The cut 
affects 20,000 children of American airmen stationed in 
these territories, and involves the dismissal of 119 
language instructors locally recruited to teach in these 


schools. 
- + + — 


Mr. J. E. H. Blackie, Chief Inspector, Ministry of 
Education, and Mr. B. 8. Braithwaite, Chief Education 
Officer, East Sussex, will represent Britain as official 
delegates at a seminar on Adult Education being held in 
Warsaw this month. Professor Ross Waller, Director of 
Extra-Mural Studies and Professor of Adult Education, 
Manchester University, will also attend as a member of 
the staff of the seminar. 





Durham C.C. Education Committee propose to instal 
a telephone system to cover 455 school departments, and 
which would also serve 195 other school departments. 
They have therefore recommended the installation of 
these telephones spread over a period of five years at a 
total annual cost of £3,282 (which includes installations, 
rentals and calls charges) in the first year, up to £15,025 
in the fifth year and £14,755 in the sixth and following 
years. 

* a * * 

The local authority have agreed that, subject to the 
approval of the Manx Board of Education, the posts of 
youth leaders for the north and west of the Isle of Man 
and for Pulrose, a suburb of Douglas, should be advertised 
at increased salaries. This decision was made after a 
motion had been defeated that there was no longer any 
need to employ paid youth leaders. The salaries to be 
offered will start at {500 a year, and rise by annual 
increments of {15 to a maximum of £680. 


* * * * 


A new leaflet about the grants available to men and 
women in other occupations who wish to become teachers 
is to be issued to manufacturing firms in Scotland by the 
Scottish Council of the Federation of British Industries. 
The Federation are making this distribution, at their own 
suggestion, in the national interest. The leaflet, 
‘Would you Like to Become a Teacher? ’’, published 
by the Scottish Education Department, describes who is 
eligible for grant, the amount of grant and the 
qualifications needed for entry to teaching through the 
Special Recruitment Scheme. It also gives details of 
teachers’ salaries, conditions, and prospects. 

* * * * 


Mr. H. H. Donnelly, an assistant secretary in The 
Scottish Education Department, has been appointed an 
under secretary in that department from October Ist. 
Mr. Donnelly, who is forty-eight, was educated at 
Hillhead High School, Glasgow; is a graduate of 
Glasgow University with Honours in History, and 
obtained an LL.B. with distinction at Edinburgh 
University. During his service in the Department he 
has had experience of the branches of the office dealing 
with further education, including technical education, 
school meals, legislation and establishment and he acted 
as Secretary of the Taylor Committee on Educational 
Endowments and the inquiry carried out by Lord 
Cooper into university education in St. Andrews and 
Dundee. 





value of school records. 





What Better Memento can there be 
than the School Photograph ? 


Traditional part of school life for generations, the photograph is eagerly welcomed by 
the pupils. It fosters their self-respect, their pride in and affection for their school and 
teachers, and is a treasured possession of the parents. It adds immeasurably to the 


H. TEMPEST LTD., School Photographers 
MUNDELLA WORKS, NOTTINGHAM te. : 89673 (3iines) 
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Baby Flood W.F.2 
Suitable for small stages 


30 page Brochure 
sent on request 


Head Office & Works : 





THE SCHOOL 


Supplied to Education Authorities, 
Touring Companies and Amateur 
Societies throughout the Country 


Spots Floods Battens * Fioats 
Switchboards Dimmer Boards 
Cinabex Colour Media - U.V. Lighting 





stage lighting apparatus 


MAJOR EQUIPMENT CO. LTD. 





Gorst Road, London, N.W.10 ELGar 804! (5 lines) 








A SPECIAL RANGE OF 


FURSE 


STAGE EQUIPMENT 


is made for School use 


Special attention is paid to safety, versatility, robustness and 
value for money. Hundreds of schools supplied in all parts 
of the country. May we send you details ? 

W. J. FURSE AND CO. LIMITED 
TRAFFIC ST., NOTTINGHAM. Also London, Manchester, Bristol. 














WALL CHARTS, FILMSTRIPS 
VISUAL BOOKS 


All Filmstrips and Visual Books 
are available for inspection 


Write for details and 
current catalogues to : 


EDUCATIONAL PRODUCTIONS Ltd 
EAST ARDSLEY WAKEFIELD YORKS 














BOOKS HAVE A 


‘LASTING’ 


appeal when fitted with our attractive 
PLASTIC BOOK-JACKETS 


Please send for list of sizes and prices 


JACKSON’S LIBRARY SERVICE 
666a, Liverpool Road, Ainsdale, SOUTHPORT 
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AND EDUC ATION REVIEW 9] 


OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS 


PART-TIME DEMONSTRATOR 





required in the Botany 


| Department for the session 1957-58. The teaching is mainly 


morphological and research facilities will be available to the 
appointee. Salary not exceeding £350. Applications to the Registrar, 
Queen Mary College (University of London), Mile End Road, E.!. 





MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENTS 








CONFERENCE AND COMMITTEE REPORTING, 
erm y Typing, Translating, etc., Mabel Eyles, 395, Hornsey 
Road, N.19. ARC 1765/MOU 1701. 





UPHOLSTERERS’ SUPPLIES for handicraft classes; Uncut 
moquette 10s. 6d. yard, Leathercloth 5s. 9d. yard, hessian, chair 
webbing, web stretchers, tacks, springs, spring cushion units, 
tension springs, etc. Send for complete free list, W. Benfield, Ltd., 
3, Villiers Road, London, N.W.2. 





FILM STRIPS.—Over 3,000 Titles for sale or return. Subjects 
rom over 20 producers from one source. Catalogue and supplement 
ree. See below. 


VISUAL AID EQUIPMENT.—Film strips, silent and sound 
projectors, tape recorders, screens, rewinders, etc. All available 
from stock. Sale or return and demonstration service. Let us 
know your requirements and we shall be pleased to quote. See below. 








FILM LIBRARIES.—!6 m.m. Sound and Silent libraries. Nearly 
1,000 titles, Entertainment, education and a Catalogue 
free (state sound or silent). John King (Films) Ltd., East Street, 
Brighton, and London, W.|. 





**DRAMA,” NELLIE SMITH’S top quality Theatrical Costumes 
for economical School Productions. Enquiries welcomed. 190, 
Mansfield Road, Nottingham 64452. 


HAMPSHIRE. 


Ideal for private occupation or School, College, etc. Andover 34 
miles. Imposing |8th century house. 4 reception, 19 bedrooms, 
5 bathrooms. Ample domestic offices. Wing contains 9 dormitories. 
Extensive outbuildings. 9 acres of land. Main electricity and water. 
Vacant now. For sale at reasonable price. 

Sole Agents: B.S. Allen & May, 18, Bridge Street, Andover. 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 














LONDON, S.W.!.—St. George's Hotel, 25, Belgrave Road, Victoria. VIC 8870. 
3 mins. Victoria, B.0.A.C., and Coach Station. . and C., E. fires, A.T.M. Radio, 
B. and B. I6s. Props. : Mr. and Mrs. F. T. Brand 


S. TYZACK and SON, Ltd., 
TOOL SPECIALISTS, 


341, 343, and 345, Old Street, London, E.C.| 
Tel : SHOREDITCH 8301 (Ten Lines) 
We make a speciality of Complete Equipments. 
Lists Free to Institutes and Manual Instructors. 

















FREE for information on 
FASHIONS, ladies’ and children’s, 


DRESS STANDS, TECHNICAL BOOKS. 
Franks Post coupon to-day! 
ae Name. 
Fashion t ») f¢ Address 


R. D. FRANKS LTD., Market Place: 
Oxford Circus, London, W.1. 














The subscription to 
The School Government Chronicle 
is 13/6 per year post free. 
Orders should be sent to the Publisher, School Government 
Chronicle, 24 Black Friars Lane, London, E.C.4 
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Tests recently made for one of the most exacting Regional 


Hospital Boards in the country proved beyond doubt that 
SUPERLATIVE EGGSHELL FINISH 
Leads for Appearance and Washability 


This beautiful finish is ideal for hospitals —for all interiors 
where restful as well as decorative surfaces are essential. 
Furthermore, Superlative Eggshell Finish can be washed reg- 
ularly during a long life without detriment to its appearance. 
This is most important when maintenance and renewal costs 
must be kept to a budgetary minimum. 

Superlative Eggshell Finish offers exciting scope for carrying 
out contemporary schemes, fully satisfying practical, as well 


as aesthetic requirements. 


EGGSHELL FINISH 


PORTLAND ROAD, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, 2 
BRITISH PAINTS LIM ITED CREWE HOUSE,CURZON STREET, LONDON,W.: 


BIRMINGHAM ~*~ BRADFORD LIVERPOOL * MANCHESTER SHEFFIELD GLASGOW * AND ALL MAIN CITIES “@ig 





